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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
Receives a Courtesy Call from the Vice
President of the United States
On September 21, while visiting New York City, Mr. Shinzo
Abe, Prime Minister of Japan, received a courtesy call from
Mr. Joe Biden, Vice President of the United States. Abe and
Biden discussed an array of issues in their meeting,
including: Japan-U.S. relations, North Korea, China, the
Trans Pacific Partnership, and Russia.

Read More

Prime Minister Abe Addresses the 71st
Session of the United Nations General
Assembly
On September 21, Mr. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of
Japan, addressed the Seventy-First Session of the United
Nations General Assembly in New York City. Mr. Abe spoke
about the importance of reforming the United Nations
Security Council for world peace.

Read More

Blending Technology with Tradition:
Amazing Paper in Japan

Edo-Karakami washi paper with a peony pattern on
a blue background. (Niponica)

Paper has played an important role in both traditional and
modern Japanese culture. There are many different kinds
of paper with uses varying from fashion to architecture.
Each type of paper is made with intricately woven fibers of
a native plant.

Washi is one of the most famous types of paper in Japanese
culture. While washi is delicate and light in weight, it is
sturdy because of how the fibers are woven.
To learn more about uses of paper in Japan, check out the
most recent edition of the web magazine Niponica.

Japan Video Topics
Japan Video Topics are short videos offering a
comprehensive view of Japanese culture,
technology, and tourism, among other topics.

Washi: The Versatile Paper [Video]
Documents made from washi have survived for thousands
of years. In today's world, washi serves many purposes,
from repairing works of art to holding together parts inside
a computer.

Origami Goes High-Tech [Video]
Did you know origami techniques are being used in
modern medical technology? Origami is now even used in
outer space. The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA) used origami techniques to create a space satellite.

*2017 JET Applications Open
Until November 18th*
Are you a United States citizen? Do you have or will you
obtain a bachelor's degree within the next year? Then you
should consider applying to the JET Program!
The JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Program is a
government-sponsored program that promotes
internationalization and language education at the
grassroots level. JETs participate in the program either as
Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs), who team-up with
Japanese colleagues to teach English in primary or
secondary schools, or as Coordinators of International
Relations (CIRs), who perform various international and
intercultural related functions in local government offices.
CIRs must be fully proficient in the Japanese language, but
there is no Japanese language requirement for ALTs.
Please visit the JET Program website to apply and learn
more about the program! The application deadline is
5:00PM EST Friday, November 18, 2016.
Please note that this application should be sent to the
Embassy of Japan in Washington D.C. Consulates WILL
NOT accept applications.

JETAA Alaska is Official!
The Japan Exchange and Teaching Alumni Association of
Alaska was recognized as an official chapter of JETAA at
the JETAA USA National Conference in Los Angeles last
month. Our office extends our congratulations to all of the
JET alumni for their hard work that made this possible.
Since the inception of the JET program in 1987, Alaska has
sent over 180 participants to Japan for the program. JETAA
Alaska is an organization open to current and returning
JET particiants who reside in Alaska. The organization
supports JETs in their transition from Japan to Alaska. JET
alumni also assist the Consular Office of Japan in
Anchorage in recruitment and orientation for the JET
program each year.
To learn more about JETAA Alaska, please visit their
Facebook page.

Featured Interview: Mr. Chris Vaughan,
JETAA President

Chris Vaughan with students at Sonan Junior High School in
Kani-shi, Gifu prefecture

Chris Vaughan grew up in Fairbanks and graduated with a
BA in Journalism and a minor in Education from the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. Mr. Vaughan taught in
Japan for three years as an Assistant Language Teacher
(ALT) in the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) program.
Mr. Vaughan completed graduate school with a MA in
International Relations at the University of New South
Wales in Sydney, Australia.
After graduating, Mr. Vaughan returned to Japan, where he
spent two years as an English teacher nearby Nagoya-shi
in Togo-cho, Aichi-ken. Mr. Vaughan maintains his Japanrelated interests and serves as the President for the JETAA
Alaska chapter. He is also the treasurer and a board
member for the Japanese Society of Alaska.

How did you learn about the JET program?
What made you want to apply?
I first learned about the JET Program during the fall
semester of my final year at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks. There was a flyer on the bulletin board in the
Gruening Building advertising an information session for
JET. I had a classmate that had served in the military and
traveled around the world. He told me about meeting
English teachers in various countries and it piqued my
interest. I had always been interested in traveling and
learning about new cultures, and found myself wanting to
find an opportunity to live and work abroad after
graduating from university.

Read the Full Interview

Editor's Note
Thank you for reading Japan Now! My name is Nicole
Ringland and I am the chief editor of the newsletter. I have
been working at the Consular Office of Japan in Anchorage
for one year. Besides editing Japan Now, my duties include
coordinating the school program and speechwriting.
This is the second issue of Japan Now. I oversee all aspects
of Japan Now with the input of the Japanese diplomats and
other locally employed staff at the Consular Office of Japan
in Anchorage. Our goal is to send out Japan Now about
every 6 weeks to keep Alaska residents updated with
current events in Japan and Japan-related events
throughout Alaska.
The first part of Japan Now is dedicated to Japan’s foreign
policy and international relations. We obtain information
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Japan and the Prime
Minister’s Cabinet. The second part of Japan Now focuses
on current events and popular topics in Japan, with links to
online magazines and videos. After this we add any
announcements for upcoming Japanese cultural events in
Alaska, or review recent past events.
The last part of Japan Now includes an interview with
someone in Alaska who has connections to Japan. This
includes former JET participants, Japanese language
teachers, and leaders of Japanese cultural organizations in
Alaska. We hope this will introduce readers to interesting
people and Japan-related organizations in Alaska. If you
would like to be interviewed or have a suggestion for
someone to interview, please let us know.
We hope Japan Now will provide interesting information
about Japan and Japan-Alaska relations. Please feel free to
share this newsletter with anyone you think may be
interested. I invite you to send any feedback, comments,
and suggestions to ringland.nicole@se.mofa.go.jp.

Best,
Nicole Ringland
Newsletter Editor
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