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Prime Minister Abe to Visit Pearl Harbor
In a press conference, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
announced he will meet with President Barack Obama and
visit Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on Dec. 26 and 27. Prime
Minister Abe said this meeting is a reflection of the
significance of the Japan-U.S. alliance. Prime Minister Abe
would like to reinforce the hopes of moving towards a
world without nuclear weapons, which was the subject of
President Obama's speech when he visited Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park in May.
Read more on Prime Minister Abe's press conference
statement here.

More from the Prime Minister's Cabinet

Cultural Notes: Holidays in Japan

Tokyo Imperial Palace

Japan has 16 national holidays: The Emperor’s Birthday,
New Year’s Day, Coming of Age Day, Foundation Day,
Vernal Equinox Day, Showa Day, Constitutional Memorial
Day, Greenery Day, Children’s Day, Marine Day, Mountain
Day, Respect for the Elderly Day, Autumnal Equinox Day,
Health and Sports Day, Culture Day, and Labour Day. In
comparison, the USA only has 10 federal holidays, during
which many private sector employees still work. 2016 is
the first year that all 16 national holidays will be
celebrated in Japan. Mountain Day, a day celebrating
Japan’s many mountains, was officially established in 2014,
but was not added to the official national holiday calendar
until this year.
December is a month full of holiday celebrations in Japan.
The old Japanese name for December is shiwasu (),
composed of the written characters for “master, teacher”
and “to run”. The name refers to teachers and priests at
temples and shrines running around busily to prepare for
New Year celebrations.
In December, the Emperor’s Birthday is the primary
national holiday in Japan. The date is determined by the
reigning Emperor’s birthday. Emperor Akihito, Japan’s
reigning Emperor, will celebrate his 83rd birthday on
December 23rd. The Emperor’s Birthday is one of only two
days per year when the public can visit the Imperial Palace
in Tokyo.
Festivals are often held in Japan throughout the year to
celebrate holidays as well as a town's local culture and
cuisine. One of Japan's most popular winter festivals is the
Sapporo Snow Festival. The annual 7-day festival features
enormous snow sculptures, skiing and snowboarding, and
local Hokkaido prefecture cuisine.
To see photos and video from last year's Sapporo
Snow Festival, click here.

Tourism in Japan
In 2016, Japan attracted over 20 million international
tourists. In 2015, tourists from the United States totaled
1.03 million for the first time, making the United States the
first market outside Asia to contribute 1 million tourist to
Japan.
Historically, most tourists to Japan have come from Asian
countries. Last year the top markets to travel to Japan
were China, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the
United States. Japan’s popularity has been increasing in
the US market in recent years, fueled by growing media
coverage in television programming and travel magazines,
and a favorable currency exchange rate. The Travel and
Tourism Competitiveness Report 2015 ranked Japan 9th
out of 141 countries overall, which is the best in Asia.
Japan gained high scores in health and hygiene, safety and
security, cultural resources and business travel.

The Government of Japan has been very proactive to
promote larger number of international tourists. In
September 2015, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe spoke on the
cultural attractiveness of Japan while attending a tourism
seminar hosted by the Japan National Tourism
Organization (JNTO) New York office. Recently, the
Japanese Government loosened restrictions for Russian
citizens to obtain a visa for travel to Japan.
Japan has 19 World Heritage Sites, including Himeji
Castle, and Historic Monuments of Ancient Kyoto and
Nara. Popular attractions include Tokyo and Hiroshima,
Mount Fuji, ski resorts in northern Japan, tropical
Okinawa, and enjoying Japan’s vast network of
traditional ryokans (traditional Japanese inns) and onsens
(hot springs).For more information about traveling
to Japan, please visit the Japan National Tourism
Organization website.

Annual Emperor's Birthday Reception

Consul and Mrs. Izakura with Lt. Gen. and Mrs. Wilsbach and
Col. (ret.) and Mrs. Paul "Otto" Feather

On Dec. 1, the Consular Office of Japan in Anchorage
hosted its annual reception to celebrate the birthday of His
Majesty the Emperor of Japan at the Hotel Captain Cook in
downtown Anchorage. There were over 150 guests in
attendance, each welcomed by Consul and Mrs. Makoto
Izakura. Distinguished guest speakers included the
commander of Alaska Command, Lt. General Kenneth
Wilsbach, Alaska Governor Bill Walker, Anchorage Police
Chief Chris Tolley, and Ms. Rachel Bylsma from the Office
of Senator Dan Sullivan.
The reception began with the national anthems of both the
United States of America and Japan, performed by Ms. Lisa
Hawkins. The reception's guests were able to enjoy live
music performances, Japanese food, watch short films
about Japan, and take home information about Japan and
its prefectures. Each speaker gave remarks about the
importance of the Japan-U.S. defense alliance and
economic, military, and cultural ties between Japan and
Alaska.

Read More

UAA Teahouse Grand Opening

Consul Makoto Izakura and his wife Tomoko Izakura (center)
with UAA Professor and Tea Master Yuki Moore and CAS
Dean John Stalvey

The Monty Dickson Japan Center at the University of
Alaska Anchorage celebrated the grand opening of its tea
ceremony room on Nov. 28. Consul Makoto Izakura
performed the honors of the ribbon cutting to celebrate the
grand opening. Dr. Hiroko Harada, professor and
coordinator of the Japanese program, has been working to
open a tea ceremony room for more than 18 years.
The center is named in honor of Montgomery Dickson, a
2009 graduate of the UAA Japanese language program.
After graduating, Monty went to Japan to teach English
through the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) program.
Monty perished in the March 2011 earthquake and
tsunami in northeastern Japan. The Monty Dickson Japan
Center was founded to carry on Monty's passion for
Japanese language and culture.
Learn more about the Monty Dickson Japan Center
here.

Read More

Featured Interview: Mr. Yoshi Ogawa

Yoshi Ogawa was born and raised in Saitama, Japan. He
came to the United States as a foreign exchange student to
attend high school in Idaho. Mr. Ogawa earned a B.S. in
Business from Arizona State University and a Certificate of
International Business from American Graduate School of
International Management. After graduating, he worked in
various sales management positions with Northwest
Airlines in Los Angeles, Seattle, and Anchorage.
In 1998, Mr. Ogawa founded a company called
International Travel Consultants, Inc., now called ITC
Communications, Inc. In 2013, the company received the
Governor’s North Star Award for International Excellence
for promoting cultural exchange. Mr. Ogawa also helped
launch the first exchange trips between Sand Lake
Elementary School and Mears Middle School and Chitose,
Anchorage’s sister city in Hokkaido.
Mr. Ogawa is currently a Chartered Financial Consultant at
Eagle Strategies LLC. Mr. Ogawa served as the President
of the Japanese Society of Alaska for over 5 years, and he
is now one of the advisors to the Japan Alaska Association.

Q: How did you become interested in
international business?
A: Due to my bi-cultural background, I wanted to use my
experience and language skill in business development and
transactions. I believe that the market is the world, not
limited to our own neighborhood.

Read the Full Interview

Editor's Note
I always enjoyed learning about holidays in Japan,
especially New Year's, in my high school Japanese
language class. We would write nengajō (New Year's cards)
with wishes for the new year and draw a picture of the
present year's zodiac animal. The zodiac animal for 2017
will be the Rooster. Coincidentally, I was born in a previous
year of the Rooster.
We would also learn about the different osechi-ryōri, or
traditional New Year's dishes. Mochi, a cake made from
pounded rice, is an especially popular ingredient in osechiryōri. I personally enjoy ozōni, a soup with mochi.
Happy holidays, and best wishes for 2017!
- Nicole Ringland, Editor
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